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8. Monitoring and Reporting Progress

Management 
Practice No. 
(See Table 6-1) 

Benchmark Measurement Tools Time Period 

ASWS-5  
Opportunities & 
Incentives for Dry-Year 
Releases from Ponds 

-Completion of feasibility study 
 
- Working with potential 
participants opportunities and 
incentives identified  

- Identification of 
largest storage 
facilities for potential 
participation in gap 
areas 
- Report summarizing 
opportunities and 
implementation  

1-3 years 
 
1-5 years 

ASWS-6 through 
ASWS-10 
Various land 
management, 
disposal, and water 
storage/transfer 
measures  

-Feasibility studies completed 
(for short-term studies) 
 
-Feasibility studies initiated (for 
long-term studies/actions) 

Assess need based on 
short-term actions and 
feasibility studies (see 
Tables 6-1 and 7-1) 

5 years 

Address Water Quality (Dissolved Oxygen Levels) – Point Sources (PSDO) 
PSDO-1  
Collect Water Quality 
Data 

-Resource Assessment 
assumptions reviewed and, if 
necessary, new data collect 
efforts underway/completed 
 
-New findings incorporated 
into updated Resource 
Assessment data sets 

-EPD/agency 
summary report 
complete verifying 
assumptions and 
documentation of new 
data  
-Incorporation of new 
findings and update 
Resource Assessment 
data 

1-4 years 

PSDO-2 
Point Discharge 
Relocation 

-Outreach activities to 
discharges completed and 
feasible options have been 
implemented by discharges 
 
-EPD to conduct outreach and 
facilitate improved treatment in 
low dissolved oxygen reaches 

Improved dissolved 
oxygen is verified in 
stream reaches by 
monitoring or 
discharger reporting 
 

1-5 years 
 

PSDO-3 
Enhance Point Source 
Treatment 

Obtain Additional Municipal and Industrial Water and Wastewater Permit Capacity 
MWWPC-1,  
IWWPC-1,  
MGWPC-1,  
IGWPC-1 
Expansion of 
Wastewater and 
Groundwater Permit 
Capacities to Address 
Gaps/Needs 

-Outreach activities completed 
to water providers in high 
growth areas 
 
-Need for additional permit 
capacity verified and improved 
data for industrial discharges 
obtained 
 
 

Monitor permit 
applications and verify 
that improved data 
collection for industrial 
dischargers  

5 years 
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8. Monitoring and Reporting Progress 
 

Management 
Practice No. 
(See Table 6-1) 

Benchmark Measurement Tools Time Period 

Addressing Current and Future Groundwater Needs for Gap and Non-gap Areas 
GW-1  
Develop & Practice 
Sustainable 
Groundwater Use 

Sufficient permitted capacity to 
meet forecasted needs; 
through timely submittal and 
processing of applications 

Monitor permit 
applications and 
issuance 

1-5 years 

GW-2  
Promote Aquifer-
Friendly Land Use 
Practices 

Counties and local 
governments consider 
practices to promote infiltration 
and aquifer recharge 

Evaluate trends in 
impervious land cover 
in areas of aquifer 
recharge 

5 years 
 

GW-3  
Research & Analyze 
Sustainable 
Groundwater 
Management 

Sound science used to 
improve data and sustainably 
manage groundwater 
resources  

Groundwater 
Resource Assessment 
updated 

Addressing Current and Future Surface Water Needs for Gap and Non-gap Areas 
SW-1  
Surface Water Use 
Within Available 
Capacity 

Sufficient permit capacity 
exists to meet forecasted 
needs through timely submittal 
and processing of applications  

Monitor permit 
applications and 
issuance 

1-5 years 

SW-2  
Monitor & Evaluate 
Estuaries 

Major water resources 
diversion/storage projects 
identified; Upstream actions 
that would significantly impact 
flow conditions assessed 

Monitoring data 
collected in estuaries 
and river flow trend 
data collected and 
reviewed 

5 years 

Programmatic Practices for Water Quality – The following management practices are 
associated with the Vision and Goals of the Region and are described in general terms 
as they are either associated with existing state and local programs or are not yet at a 

point where implementation frameworks have been established by the State 
- Ammonia and 
Nutrients Point 
Sources 
- Nutrient Non-point 
sources Satilla and 
Savannah Watershed 
Models 
 - Urban/Suburban, 
Rural, Forestry, and 
Agricultural Non-point 
source BMPs  
- TMDL Listed 
Streams BMPs 

- Additional assessments to 
align sources of contaminants 
(point and non-point sources) 
to water quality impairments 
and land use types 
- Continue implementation and 
assessment of the 
effectiveness of existing state 
programs including GFC, 
GSWCC, 319 Water Quality 
initiatives, and local efforts to 
improve watershed protection 
and water quality 
improvements 
- Background/natural levels of 
potential sources established 

- Review and 
assessment of 
program and 
information 
- Complete summaries 
of watershed 
conditions using 
Resource Assessment 
tools, improved data 
collection, and 
synthesis of state 
program data  

1-5 years 
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8. Monitoring and Reporting Progress

Management 
Practice No. 
(See Table 6-1) 

Benchmark Measurement Tools Time Period 

Management Practices to Support Educational Needs 
Support education 
programs for: 
- Water Conservation 
- Stormwater 
Management 
- Septic System 
Maintenance 
-Logger Education 
-Forestry BMPs 

-Data used to identify where 
future program efforts will be 
most effective 
-Funding for programs 
maintained or improved 
  
 

Survey and 
summarize program 
effectiveness and 
success stories 

1-5 years 

Management Practices to Address Ordinance and Code Policy Needs 
- Encourage 
implementation and/or 
compliance with 
Stormwater 
ordinances and/or 
regulations 
- Encourage improved 
conformance with 
Environmental 
Planning Criteria 
developed pursuant to 
Part V of the Georgia 
Planning Act 
- Encourage local 
government to 
improved conformance 
with erosion and 
sediment control 
measures  
 

-Select local governments 
surveyed to indentify current 
knowledge base and 
recommended areas of 
improvement 
-Improved education at state 
and local government 
conferences and workshops 
-Enhanced awareness in 
Comprehensive Planning by 
local governments across 
region  
 

Select follow-up 
survey of local 
governments to 
identify changes and 
success stories 

1-5 years 

Shared Resources 
Groundwater 
quality/quantity – 
Support Bi-state 
stakeholder process 
for salt water intrusion  

- Implementable solutions 
identified 
- Venue and implementation 
process/plan established and 
nexus to state planning 
completed 

-Assess progress and 
summarize 
implementation 
recommendations 
from Bi-state 
stakeholders 
- Develop 
implementation 
options  
 
 
 

1 year 
 
2-5 years 
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8. Monitoring and Reporting Progress 
 

8.2. Plan Updates 
Meeting current and future water needs will require periodic review and revision of 
Regional Water Plans. The State Water Plan and associated rules provide that each 
Regional Water Plan will be subject to review by the appropriate Regional Water 
Planning Council every five years and in accordance with this guidance provided by 
the Director, unless otherwise required by the Director for earlier review. These 
reviews and updates will allow an opportunity to adapt the Regional Water Plan 
based on changed circumstances and new information arising in the five years after 
EPD’s adoption of these Plans. These benchmarks will guide EPD in the review of 
the Regional Water Plan.  

The Regional Water Planning Councils appointed to prepare future Plan updates will 
have the opportunity to review the recommendations of past Plans against current 
available data to make a determination as to which management practices are still 
appropriate and which ones need to be revised or augmented to meet changing 
conditions. Future Councils will also have the ability to judge the effectiveness of 
practices recommended in previous Plans against available benchmark data. This 
analysis will reveal which practices are effective and what adjustments are 
necessary to compensate for less effective practices.  

 

Management 
Practice No. 
(See Table 6-1) 

Benchmark Measurement Tools Time Period 

Combined 
management practice 
for the Kings Ferry, 
Eden, and Claxton 
surface water gaps 
Coastal Georgia, 
Altamaha, Savannah-
Upper Ogeechee, 
Upper Oconee Water 
Planning Regions  

Regional Council-specific 
management practices 
implemented 

Evaluate project 
improvement of 
surface water flows 
using gauge data and 
Resource Assessment 
tools 

1-5 years 

Savannah River and 
Harbor TMDL - 
Support stakeholder 
process 

- Waste load allocation 
process developed for 
applicable dischargers 
- Pollution control strategies 
developed 

Summary of 
implementation 
recommendations and 
timelines for water 
quality improvements 

1-5 years 

On-going Planning 
coordination with 
South Carolina and 
Florida 

- Outreach and coordination 
with states completed and 
water planning data collected 
- Review Resource 
Assessment tools and make 
modification if warranted 

- Report summarizing 
planning data 
- Information needs 
and issues 
documentation 

1-5 years 
 
 
5 years 
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8. Monitoring and Reporting Progress

8.3. Plan Amendments 
The Coastal Council emphasizes that the recommendations in this Regional Water 
Plan are based on the best information available at the time the Plan was written. 
New information and issues that may impact the recommendations should be 
considered and incorporated into relevant implementation decisions and future Water 
Plan updates. Future planning efforts should confirm current assumptions and make 
necessary revisions and/or improvements to the conclusions reached during this 
phase of planning.  
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